148                     THE LESSON OF FRANCE
stay where they are/' Asked for his own explanation of
the defeat of a great army which the French nation and
its Allies regarded as invincible, the General said: "It
was the inevitable result of the shock of an encounter
between an army organized on outworn principles and
an army organized for modern mechanical warfare.
The French Army had been created to fight on a stable
front. When the front disappeared it found that it
could not go on fighting. The army was dislocated
from top to bottom, and actually there was greater
confusion and disorder at the top than at the bottom.
The High Command found itself no longer in control
of the situation. It lost courage.
" That is one reason. Another, and of great impor-
tance, was the evacuation of great populations. The
flight of these millions of refugees, the panic spread by
their movement across the country, the rumours and
confusion and breakdown in internal communications
caused by their flight contributed largely towards the
defeat."
With regard to the activities of the Fifth Column in
France, General de Gaulle stated in the interview that
enemy agents were able to influence the counsels of the
highest to a considerable extent. Even Paul Reynaud
was pushed to the verge of despair by their efforts
among the members of his own immediate cirde.
Enemy agents were able to spread panic and defeatism
among the Government, the Senate and the Chamber,
and, above all, in the High Command.
Reynaud knew what a German victory would mean,